With the remodeling of Bearkat Park complete, we are looking forward to another great year of Klein baseball.
The 2004 version of Bearkat baseball will be made up of a mixture of older and younger players. It will be
interesting to see how quickly the kids come together and become a team.This is a talented group that will rely on
a crafty pitching staff, surprising power at the plate and very good defense. | believe our team speed will be better
than most years and this will hopefully lead to a higher number of runs being scored. There will be depth at just
about every position and this will allow the team to have many options available late in the game. As always, we
play in one of the most competitive districts in the state. | believe this year will be the same with all of the teams
competing for those valuable playoff spots. The district race could very well come down to the last game. The
Bearkats will be a team to be reckoned with and our goal is to make the playoffs.
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As with any good team it all starts on the mound. Michael
MacLaughlin returns for his third year on the varsity.
Michael has put it all together for his senior year. He has
an assortment of pitches that he throws from different angles
and he is in great shape. He should be one of our top
pitchers and we are counting on him to win some big games
for us this year. Travis Sartain also returns for the Kats.
He pitched some great games for the team last year and |
believe he will be a more consistent and dominating pitcher
than last year. He also has many different pitches and has
excellent composure on the mound. We will rely on these
two young men to get us off to a goed start. Matt Shrode
will join the varsity this year after an impressive summer
where he increased his velocity and control. He will be a
nice addition and will surprise some people with his ability
and his determination. Matt Fuller returns for his third year
on the varsity and will see some time on the hill. Matt has
really made strides towards becoming an excellent pitcher
for the team. He could become a valuable starter or come
in as a reliever. Trevor Pounds also returns for his third
year of varsity competition and he will pitch for the team
this year. His role will be one of relief or as the closer. His
demeanor is that of a bulldog and he could become a
valuable asset to the staff.

Patrick Hines will spend some time on the mound in
scrimmages and tournaments and will give the team much
needed depth in the rotation. Quentin Luquette is a feisty
young man that does a great job of keeping the ball down
and competing. His ability to keep the ball down and change
speeds makes him someone the team could bring into the
game in any situation. Justin Yeager is very talented young
man that is working hard everyday to become a better
pitcher. He has all the tools to be a good one and will only
need to continue to improve and learn every time he goes
out on the field. This group is talented enough to give the
Kats a return trip to the playoffs.
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This year the Bearkats will be in excellent shape behind
the plate with two talented and hard waorking catchers.
Bryan Groth saw some varsity action last year and gained
confidence that he can play on that level. He has a quick
release and a strong arm. He does an excellent job of
handling the pitchers and will be a steady performer for
the team. Also behind the plate is Justn Lipe. Justin is a
hardworking young man who takes great pride in his ability
to do the job behind the plate. He is great at blocking
pitches, has an excellent arm and receives the ball very
well. With either one of these players behind the plate the
Kats will have a top notch receiver who will get the job
done. This should be a strong position for the team.
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Joel Doucet returns for his second year at first base. He
is very good around the bag and handles himself like a
veteran. Joel has a lot of power and will drive in many runs.
He will be an excellent hitter and a solid player for the team.
Backing him up will be

Justin Yeager. Justin is very talented and does a great
job around first base and also has some serious pop in his
bat. This sophomore will only get better as time goes by.
He will make many contributions to the team this year.







